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SUMMARY (U) 

(U) The Spratly Islands are a potentially 
hazardous area for ships and aircraft oper- 
ating in the South China Sea. The crewmem- 
bers of U.S. units transiting the region 
should be aware of the diplomatic and mili- 
tary sparring which takes place in and 
around the Spratly group. In the past, 
ships and aircraft have been fired on by 
the disputing parties. 

(U) The Spratly group is composed of over 
100 islands in the South China Sea. Viet- 
nam (SRV), Taiwan (ROC), the Peoples Repub- 
lic of China (PRC), Republic of the Phil- 
ippines (RP) and Malaysia (MY) each lay 
claim to all or part of the Spratlys. The 
PRC is the only one of these countries 
which does not maintain a military presence 
in (he area. 

(U) The increase in interest and activity 
in the past few years is probably attribu- 
table to one or more of the following: 




Speculation that there are substan- 
tial petroleum reserves in the area 
-The islands' strategic location as- 
tride important sea lines of commu- 
nication 
> National prestige and mutual jealousy 
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HISTORY (U) 






(U) Based on historical use ol (he area bv 
fishermen, the PRC. ROC. and SRV claim the 
entire Spratly Group. Beginning in the 
late 1800 s. a succession of countries in- 
cluding Great Britain. Japan and France 
have claimed the Sprat I vs. In the peace 
treaty that followed WWII, the Japanese 
renounced any claim to the Spratlys and 
since that time, there has been no accepted 
international agreement regarding the sta- 
tus of these islands. 

ak ThC R0C es(ab,isned a garrison at Itu 
Aba in 1946. which remained until 19*50 
During the early I950's, the islands ap- 
peared to be completely uninhabited and 
used only by transient fishermen. The ROC 
reocc U p jed | tu Aba in 1956. In 1970. the 
Philippines established a presence on Nan- 
shan and. possibly. Thitu and Flat islands. 
Mnce that time the Philippine government 



h «s. on numerous occasions, reaffirmed ii<> 
(■'laini to the Spratlys. 

|U) In the midst of the conflicting claims 
being expressed by the PRC. ROC. and the 
Philippines, the Republic of Vietnam ad- 
vanced the position that the Sprailvs were 
turned over to them when the French left 
Indochina. They also alleged that, at the 
San Francisco Peace Conference in 1951 
they proclaimed sovereignly over the archi- 
pelago with no objection from any other 
country present. 
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TABLE OF ALTERNATE NAMES (U) 



Western Name 

Spratly Group 

Amboyna Cay 
Commodore Reef 
Flat Is. 
Itu Aba Is. 
Lankiam Cay 
Loaita Is. 

Namyit Is. 
Nanshan Is. 
Northeast Cay 

Pearson Reef 
Sand Cay Is. 
Sin Cowe Is. 
Southwest Cay 
Spratly (Storm) Is. 
Thitu Is. 

Union Atoll 
West York Is. 



Filipino 

Kalayaan 

Kalantiyaw 

Rizal Reef 

Patag (Sikaluna) 

Ligaw 

Panata 

Kota (Dagahoy 

Dugad) 

Binago 

Lawak (Tamblot) 

Parola (Faroba 

Ciriaco) 

Hizon Reef 

Truman 

Rurok (Lorenzo) 

Pugad (Irenea) 

Lagos (Ramon) 

Pagasa (Abad 

Santos) 

unknown 

Likas (Carlos) 



Vietnamese 

Quan Dao Truonr 

Sa 

An Bang 

unknown 

unknown 

Thai Binh 

unknown 

Loai Ta 

Namyit 
Vinh Vien 
Song Tu Dong 

unknown 
Son Ca 
Sin Tonh 
Song Tu Tay 
Truong Sa 
ThiTu 

unknown 
Ben Lac 



Chinese (Pinyin) 

Nansha Qundao 

Anbo Shazhou 
Siting Jiao 

Antang (Fei Xin Dao) 
Taiping Dao 
Yangxin Zhou 
Nanyue Dao 

Hangxue Dao 
Mahuan Dao 
Beizi Jiao (Dao) 

Bisheng Dao 
Bail an Jiao 
Jinghong Dao 
Nanzi Jiao (Dao) 
Nanwei Dao 
Zhongye Dao 

Jinlun Tan 
Xiyue Dao 
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CONCLUSION (U) 



(U) The five nations involved in the dispute over control of the Spratly crouD 
are expected to continue to go to great lengths to avoid a military conflict 
I here is. however, the chance that an accident or miscalculation could lead to a 
serious incident. As the number of unoccupied islands dwindles, and as pressure 
lor resource exploitation grows, the potential for military confrontation will 
increase. It is important that U.S. sailors and airmen be aware that anyone 
straying too close to one of the islands in this sensitive area could be 
challenged by nervous defenders. 
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